
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

      JANUARY 23, 2022 – 9:00 AM 
     WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION 

 
     CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

     WOODCLIFF LAKE, NEW JERSEY 
 



A SPECIAL WELCOME ON THIS THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
[All text in italics is spoken by the leader. Please speak the bolded words if you desire.] 

 

 *   *   *   *   *   * 

PRELUDE 
For quiet contemplation during the prelude, we invite you to open and read from 

the Bible in your pew rack Psalm 19, the reading for today. 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   [After the welcome, you will be invited to rise in body or spirit.] 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  [Based on work by Joanna Harader and inspired by Psalm 23.] 

In the valley of shadow, at the banquet table,  
In the hard work of life, at the moments of ease, 
In our day-to-day reality, during the moments we set aside –  
We turn to you O God – to worship, to listen, to pay attention, 
And to be restored. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow us 
And we will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   [The congregation stands as able.] 

 Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most Merciful God, 
We confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. 
We have turned our faces away from your glory 
 when it did not appear as we expected. 
We have rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves. 
We have failed to show hospitality 
 to those you called us to welcome. 
Accept our repentance for the things we have done 
 and the things we have left undone. 
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us ad lead us, that we may bathe in the glory of your Son born among us, 
 and reflect your love for all creation. 
Amen. 
 
 

 

Rejoice in this good news: 
In ☩   Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. 
You are descendants of the Most High, 
 adopted into the household of Christ,  
 and inheritors of eternal life. 
Live as freed and forgiven children of God. 
Amen. 



 [Please remain standing as you are able.] 

GATHERING SONG  –  “The Heart of Worship” 

 
[Song continues on the following page.] 



 
 [The congregation remains standing as able.] 

Let us pray. Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for 
the nourishment of your people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, 
and inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your promises, we may embrace and 
forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON    [The congregation may sit.] 
 

THE FIRST READING - Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
1All the people of Israel gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. 
They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD had 
given to Israel. 2Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, 
both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the 
first day of the seventh month. 3He read from it facing the square before the Water 
Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women 
and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the 
book of the law. 5And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was 
standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up.   6Then 
Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” 
lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their 
faces to the ground. 8So they read from the book, from the law of God, with 
interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. 



  9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the 
Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD 
your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the 
words of the law. 10Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet 
wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day 
is holy to our LORD; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

THE SECOND READING – I Corinthians 12:12-31a 
12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were 
all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to 
drink of one Spirit. 
  14Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot 
would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not 
make it any less a part of the body. 16And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an 
eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 
17If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body 
were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18But as it is, God arranged the 
members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19If all were a single member, 
where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many members, yet one body. 21The 
eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, 
“I have no need of you.” 22On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be 
weaker are indispensable, 23and those members of the body that we think less 
honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are 
treated with greater respect; 24whereas our more respectable members do not need 
this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior 
member, 25that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may 
have the same care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer together with 
it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 
  27Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28And God has 
appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of 
power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds 
of tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work 
miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 
31aBut strive for the greater gifts. 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 



 
 
 
[The congregation stands as able.] 

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL according to Luke 4:14-21    
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
14Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report 
about him spread through all the surrounding country. 15He began to teach in their 
synagogues and was praised by everyone. 
 
  16When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the 
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the 
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the 
place where it was written: 
 
 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
  because he has anointed me 
   to bring good news to the poor. 
 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
  and recovery of sight to the blind, 
   to let the oppressed go free, 
 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
 
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes 
of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them, “Today 
this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

[The congregation may sit.] 
 

SERMON – “Least” 
 
 
 
 



SONG AFTER SERMON   [The congregation stands as able.] 

 

 
[Song continues on the following page.] 



[CCLI Song #6016351; Copyright 2011 Thankyou Music; SongSelect, rights reserved, www.ccli.com; CCLI 
#2476787]  
 [The congregation remains standing.] 

http://www.ccli.com/


THE APOSTLES’ CREED    

Let us confess our faith in the words of The Apostles’ Creed. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   
Amen. 

 
[The congregation may sit.] 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION    
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for 
the church, the world, and all that God has made. 
 

[A brief silence.] 
 

You reveal yourself to us in the reading of scripture. Fulfill your word through the 
faithful witness of your church. Help our bishops, Elizabeth and Tracie, all pastors, 
deacons, church council members, and all who are worshiping in this moment to 
bring your liberating good news to all people.  
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
All creation proclaims your handiwork. Teach us to love the intricate and beautiful 
bodies that you have created. Bless tiny insects, enormous whales, and every 
creature in between. Sustain species at risk of extinction.  
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

 



You desire that there be no dissension among us. Where we are divided in our 
society, nation, or world, come quickly to reunite us into one body. Be with our civic 
leaders, especially Joseph the President, Philip, NJ's governor, James, our Bergen 
County Executive, and Tracy, Thomas, Joan, Mary, Ramon, Germaine, and Steven - 
our Bergen County Commissioners. Ease conflict, dispel violence, and bring an end to 
war.  
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Anoint with your Spirit all who seek your favor. Grant provision and justice for 
people living in poverty, people living with disability, those living with pain, or those 
living under oppression, especially . . . 
 

Jon Acito, Dolores Albert, Steve Albert, Anthony C., Sue Bachstetter,  
Sharon Bongard, Dan and Pat Cedar, Jim Christensen, Jackson Fehr, Irina Franzen, 

Jean Helom, Mae Hulburt, Kacie, Laura, Mark, Rich Markert, Richard,  
Ruben Moreno, Faye Rekosik,  Lorraine Sadlon, Jim Sallo, Lata Sharma, Alice Sheer,  

Miriam and Earl Valder, Lily Mae, Stacy and Brian, 
and all those we hold in our hearts during this moment of silence. 

[A moment of silence.] 
 

Build up the body of Christ in this place. Bless the variety of ministries in this 
congregation. Empower us to freely welcome and deeply value each person who 
enters into worship and ministry among us.  
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
In thanksgiving we lift before you the saints for whom the promise of salvation    has 
now been fulfilled. Tend to those who mourn. Bring us together in your everlasting 
glory.  
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our 
prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 



 
THE PEACE  
I invite you to take a look at everyone who surrounds you in this sacred space. Send 
a blessing, wishing that the peace of Christ may be with them. 
 Let us now think about all who are worshipping with us online or via 
conference call. In our hearts, let’s send to your entire faith community a blessing 
and wish that the peace of Christ may be with them. 
 Finally, let the blessing we offer each other go out to our families, friends, neighbors, 
and to the entire world. With God’s help, our hearts are big enough to extend peace that 
far. Let us embody the peace of Christ after we leave this place today. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION   [The congregation remains seated.] 

 
[We invite you to take out the wafer and remove the cover from the individual communion cup. The elements 
used during communion remind us of a substantial meal we would eat during a celebration.] 
 
The Lord be with you.   
 And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts.   
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, present here and across phone lines, social 
media, and the internet – let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 
You are here, not because you are perfect, but because, through Christ Jesus,         
you are welcomed and loved. 
 
 This is the body of Christ, given for you. 
 
 This is the blood of Christ, shed for you.  
 
[After consuming the elements.]  

 
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   

We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have feasted on the abundance of your 
house. Send us to bring good news and to proclaim your favor to all, strengthened 
with the richness of your grace in your Son, Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



[The congregation stands as able.] 

SONG:



 

 
 



BLESSING 
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and who 
calls you by name, ☩   bless your going out and your coming in, today and forever. 
Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE       
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

A SPECIAL HELLO TO EVERYONE ATTENDING CLC TODAY FOR THE FIRST TIME. We are blessed 
by your presence and pray you will be blessed in this space. We'd love to stay in 
contact with you throughout the week. If you wish, fill out the orange card ("We're 
glad you're here!) in the back of the pew in front of you. You can also reach out to 
Pastor Marc any time. His business card with contact information is available where 
you picked up this bulletin or you may speak to him after worship.  
 

AED: If a medical emergency occurs and an AED is needed, one is located in the red 
bag on top of the church mailboxes next to the church office and choir room. 
 

A MASK over the nose and mouth and social distancing today is highly recommended 
at all times except to take the sacrament. 
 

THE WORSHIP BAGS FOR WORSHIP IN THE SANCTUARY are available in the Narthex to pick 
up. They contain today’s bulletin and a communion wafer. You are invited to pick up a 
communion cup of wine or grape juice.  Holy Communion will be done at your seats. 
Keep your wafer and drink sealed until Pastor Marc tells us otherwise. 
 

ENRICH YOUR WORK WEEK AND ENHANCE YOUR PRAYERS by reading these appointed for 
selections this week in preparation for next Sunday: Jeremiah 1:4-10, Psalm 71, 1 
Corinthians 13:1-13, Luke 4:21-30. 
 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING Our annual congregational meeting will be held on 
Sunday, February 6, at approximately 11 am. We will have ONE worship that day at 10 
am. The meeting will be held in the sanctuary and online. A notice was sent to all 
voting members. Your attendance is vital as we elect new council leaders, discuss and 
approve a budget, vote on Special Gifts requests, and more. Please pre-register at 
www.clc4u.com/AnnualMeeting.  



PINK PRAYER CARDS:  If you are in the sanctuary, you may write names for prayer on a 
pink card found in pew rack in front of your seat. They can be placed on the altar rail. 
Prayer requests can also be posted on our Facebook and YouTube Page.  If you wish a 
name to be added to our printed prayer list please write “Prayer List” on the card or on 
your online comment. Please be sure this prayer request is approved by the person for 
whom we are praying. 
 

“LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER!” Our Prayer Chain is available for daily prayer for anyone. 
Contact the church office with concerns/celebrations. 
 

OFFERINGS FOR TODAY  may be left in the offering plate on the table at 
the entrance to the sanctuary, paid online at www.clc4u.com/give, 
and mailed to the church office. You can also scan the QR code with 
your phone and be directed to our online giving page (will open a 
webpage from eservicepayments.com).  
 

SERVICE COORDINATORS, USHERS, FLOWER DELIVERY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED EACH SUNDAY:  
Contact Doris Crouse with dates on which you are available to help. 
 

EVENTS THIS WEEK: 

Today, Sunday, January 23    9:00 am Worship with Contemporary Music 
     9:45 am Sunday Church School 
   10:30 am Worship with Organ-Led Music 
     6:30 pm Confirmation Class at CLC  
Tuesday, January 25     7:30 pm Congregation Council meeting 
Wed., January 26     8:00 pm Chancel Choir meets via Zoom 
 
Sunday, January 30       9:00 am Worship with Contemporary Music 
   10:30 am Worship with Organ-Led Music 
            11:30 am Audit Committee meets 
            7:30 pm CLC Women meet via Zoom      
CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Pastor: Rev. Marc A. Stutzel 
Director of Music: Argine Safari 
Director of Youth Choirs: David Scance 
Administrative Assistant: Doris Crouse 
32 Pascack Rd., Woodcliff Lake, NJ 07677  
201-391-4224 clc4u2@verizon.net 

Share with us at clc4u.com  

 facebook.com/clc4u 

 
instagram.com/clc4u 

Worship on Sundays:  
9:00am Worship—Contemporary Music 
10:30am Worship—Organ-Led Music 

 

http://www.clc4u.com/give
mailto:clc4u2@verizon.net
http://www.clc4u.com/

